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Amendments to the Claims: 
This listing of claims will replace all prior > 



versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1.-74. (Cancelled) 

75. (Currently amended) An apparatus for provi<jfiog liquidity to a seller who has provided value 
to a buyer, said apparatus comprising: 

a receiving module configured to: 



receive a notific ation defining informa tion pertaini ng to the provided 
value, which has result ed in a negotiable i 



instrum >nt issued bv the buyer intended for the seller: 



and 

receive [[a]] the ncgotiab] 
the seller, said negotiable instrument having an e 



a calling module configured to: 



call upon a capital pool tc 



instrumenti and 



te send a portion of the v|lue of said negotiable instrument to the seller 
prior to said extended maturity date. 



76. (Cancelled) 

77. (Currently amended) The apparatus as define* ( 
further comprises an indication of the amount 



78. (Currently amended) The apparatus as definee 
is configured to receive said notification and said 



APR \ 1 2007 



!e instrument issued by the buyer intended for 
ttended maturity date; and 



purchase an interest in said negotiable 



in claim 76 75 wherein said notification 
of fommodity taxes. 



in claim 74 25. wherein said receiving module 
negotiable instrument directly from the buyer. 
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79, (Currently amended) The apparatus as defined 
verification module configured to verify that sakl 
responsive to the receipt of the value by the buyei 



80. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
promissory note. 

81 . (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
be responsive to receipt of the value. 

82. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
electronically certified. 

83. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
promissory note is digitally certified. 



84. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
store said negotiable instrument and said notificalHon 



85. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
configured to collect the value of said negotiable 

86. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
to receive an order to pay. 

87, (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 

88, (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
to verify that said bank draft is for the value of sa 



89. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
to distribute the value of said negotiable instrument 
holders of said negotiable instrument. 



in claim 76 75 further comprising a 
negotiable instrument and said notification are 



75 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 



80 wherein said promissory note is certified to 



81 wherein said certified promissory note is 



82 wherein said electronically certified 



76 further comprising storage configured to 



75 further comprising a collection module 
instrument from the buyer, 

85 wherein said collection module is configured 



86 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft. 

37 wherein said collection module is configured 
d negotiable instrument. 



S8 wherein said collection module is configured 
received from said bank draft to interested 
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90. (Currently amended) A method for providing liquidity to a seller who has provided value to a 
buyer, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a notification defining information pertaining to the provided value. 



which has resulted in a negotiable instrument issxied bv the buyer intended for the seller: 



receiving [[a]] Jhe negotiable instrument 
seller, said negotiable instrument having a maturity 

calling upon a capital pool toi 



purchase an interest in sa d negotiable instrument; and 

te-send the seller a portio l of the value of said negotiable instrument 
prior to said maturity date. 

91. (Cancelled) 

92. (Currently amended) The method as defined m claim 91 90 further comprising the step of 
verifying that said negotiable instrument and saiq notification are responsive to the receipt of the 
value. 

93. (Original) The method as defined in claim 9(]1 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 



issued by the buyer intended for the 
date; and 



94. (Original) The method as defined in claim 9 
said promissory note is responsive to the receipt 

95. (Original) The method as defined in claim 9^ 
certifies said promissory note. 

96. (Original) The method as defined in claim 95 
promissory note is certified digitally. 



97. (Currently amended) The method as defined i 
receive said negotiable instrument and said notifi< 



further comprising the step of certifying that 
|f the value, 

wherein said certifying step electronically 



wherein said electronically certified 



i claim 9t 90 wherein said receiving steps 
[ation directly from the buyer. 
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98. (Currently amended) The method as defined In claim 9+ 90 further comprising the step of 
storing said negotiable instrument and said notification. 

99. (Original) The method as defined in claim 90 further comprising the step of collecting the 
value of said negotiable instrument from the buy s 



sr. 



1 00. (Original)Thc method as defined in claim 9' 
receiving an order to pay issued by the buyer. 



101, (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 



IX) wherein said order to pay is a bank draft. 



99 



102. (Original )The method as defined in claim 
verifying said order to pay is for the value of sak 



103. (Origtnal)The method as defined in claim 1 
value of said negotiable instrument to interested 



)2 further comprising the step of distributing the 
|>oldei$ of said negotiable instrument. 



104. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for distributing payment to a seller providing value for a 
contract, said apparatus comprising: 



a negotiable instrument; 



a notification indicating that the v; 



a verification module configured 
notification arc responsive to the value provided 



10 



a certification module configured 
the seller prior to the maturity date of said negotiable 



date. 



105* (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cla 
promissory note. 



> wherein said collecting step comprises 



> wherein said collecting step comprises 
negotiable instrument. 



iluc has been received from the seller; 



verify that said negotiable instrument and said 
>y the seller, 



present said verified negotiable instrument to 
instrument; and 



an order to pay the value of said ttirtified negotiable instrument on the maturity 



Em 1 04 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
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106, (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl|*im 105 wherein said promissory note is 
certified to be responsive to receipt of the value. 

107. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cljiim 106 wherein said certified promissory note 
is electronically certified, 

] 08. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cljiim 1 07 wherein said electronically certified 
promissory note is digitally certified. 

109, (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in el lim 1 04 further comprising a network, wherein 
said certification module is configured to presentsaid verified negotiable instrument to the seller 
through said network. 



110. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cL 



iinn 109, wherein said network is the Internet. 



111, (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in claim 1 04 wherein said order to pay is a bank 
draft. 

1 1 2. (Withdrawn) A method of distributing payn lent to a seller providing value for a contract, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

generating a negotiable instrumen 

generating a notification to the selier that indicates the value has been received; 

that said negotiable instrument is i Responsive to the receipt of the value; 

presenting said verified negotiable^ instrument and said notification to the seller 
prior to the maturity date of said verified negotiable instrument; and 



generating an order to pay the sell 



instrument. 



113. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in clainji 
promissory note. 
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114. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claifti 
that said promissory note is responsive to the recteipt 



1 15. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claiijn 1 14 wherein said certified promissory note is 
electronically certified. 

1 16. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claii|n 115 wherein said electronically certified 
promissory note is digitally certified. 

117. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claiife 1 12 wherein said verified negotiable 
instrument is presented to the seller through a ne work. 

1 J .8. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claitp 1 17 wherein said network is the Internet. 

1 1 9, (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claiip 112 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft 

120. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for extending th<! payment term to a buyer receiving value from a 
seller, said apparatus comprising: 



a receiving module configured to 
buyer, said negotiable instrument having an extended 



a certification module configured 
responsive to receipt of the value; and 



a liquidity module configured to 
seller receives funds before said maturity date of 
maturity date can be later than said maturity date 



1 1 3 further comprising the step of certifying 
of the value. 



Receive a negotiable instrument issued by the 
maturity date; 



;o certify that said negotiable instrument is 



liquidate said negotiable instrument such that the 
Said negotiable instrument, whereby said 
tnight be without said liquidity module. 



121. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in clajim 1 20 further comprising storage configured 
to store said negotiable instrument. 

1 22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in clajim 1 20 wherein said negotiable instrument is 
received directly from the buyer. 
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123. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl 
received over a network. 

1 24. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl 



125. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cljiim 120 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 



iim 122 wherein said negotiable instrument is 



aim 124 wherein said network is the Internet. 



1 26, (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl 
certified to be responsive to receipt of the value. 

127, (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl 
is electronically certified. 

1 28, (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in ch 
promissory note is digitally certified. 



lim 125 wherein said promissory note is 



dm 126 wherein said certified promissory note 



lim 127 wherein said electronically certified 



129. (Withdrawn) A method for extending the pajyment term to a buyer receiving value from a 
seller, said method comprising the steps of: 



receiving a negotiable instrument 
having an extended maturity date; 



certifying that said negotiable inst Jument is responsive to receipt of the value; and 



liquidating said negotiable instrument 
said maturity date of said negotiable instrument, 
maturity date might be without said liquidity modjule 



such that the seller receives funds before 
1 yhereby said maturity date can be later than said 



130. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 129 further comprising the step of storing said 
negotiable instrument. 

131. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in clain j 1 29 wherein said receiving step receives said 
negotiable instrument directly from the buyer. 



ssued by the buyer, said negotiable instrument 



9 
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1 32* (Withdrawn) The method as defined in clai^h 1 3 1 wherein said receiving step receives said 
negotiable instrument over a network, 

1 33, (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claijjp 1 32 wherein said network is the Internet 

134, (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claiijh 129 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 



135* (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claiip 
that said promissory note is responsive to the 



receipt 

136. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claiila 135, wherein said certified promissory note is 
electronically certified. 

137. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claitjfci 136, wherein said electronically certified 
promissory note is digitally certified. 

138. (Currently amended) An apparatus for providing liquidity to a seller having provided value 
to a buyer, said apparatus comprising: 

a recei ving module configured to: 

receive a notification defi nin g information pertaining to the provided 



value, which has resulted in a negotiable instrum knt issued bv the buyer intended for the seller: 



1 34, further comprising the step of certifying 
of the value. 



and^ 

receive [[a]] the negotiab. 
the seller, said negotiable instrument having a ma 
redeemable from the buyer, 

a calling module configured to; 



call upon a capital pool to purchase an interest in said negotiable 



instrument- and 



1£| 
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to send a portion of the vjhlue of said negotiable instrument to the seller 
prior to said maturity date; and 

transmitting 



a disbursement module for 
arising from the capital pool agreeing to purchasi 
seller, such that said amount of money is a portidn 



139. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claiir 
store said negotiable instrument 

140. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claiir 
received over a network, 

141 . (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 

142. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
promissory note- 



money received from the capital pool, 
an interest in said negotiable instrument, to the 
of the value of said negotiable instrument. 



[138 further comprising storage configured to 



138 wherein said negotiable instrument is 



i 1 40 wherein said network is the Internet. 



138 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 



1 43. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claimj =142 wherein said promissory note is responsive 
to receipt of the value. 

144. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 143 wherein said promissory note is 
electronically certified. 

145. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim ;1 44 wherein said electronically certified 
promissory note is digitally certified 



146. (Original )The apparatus as defined in claim 
configured to collect the value of said negotiable 

147. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
con fi gured to receive an order to pay. 

148. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claim 
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« 

1 49. (Original) The apparatus as defined in clakjk 
configured to verify that said bank draft is for th 



148 wherein said collection module is 
5 value of said negotiable instrument. 



150. (Original) The apparatus as defined in claidi 
configured to distribute the value of said negotiable 
interested holders of said negotiable instrument, 



dh[g 



151. (Currently amended) A method for provi 
consideration to a buyer, said method comprisinj 



transferring a negotiable instrument 
said negotiable instrument having a maturity dati? 
buyer; 



a - capital pool purchasing said negotiable instrument from the seller by calling 
upon a capital pool ; and 



tendering an amount of money to 
portion of the value of said negotiable instrumen 



1.52. (Original) The method as defined in claim 151 further comprising the step of storing said 
negotiable instrument. 



1 53, (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 
negotiable instrument over a network. 

154. (Original) The method as defined in claim 1 



155. (Original) The method as defined in claim 1 51 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 



156. (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 
said promissory note is responsive to the receipt 



i: 
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149 wherein said collection module is 
instrument received from said bank draft to 



liquidity to a seller having provided 
t the steps of: 



issued by the buyer to the seller for the value, 
on a future date and being redeemable from the 



the seller such that said amount of money is a 



f 1 wherein said receiving step receives said 



53 wherein said network is the Internet. 



5 further comprising the step of certifying that 
<j>f the vaJue. 
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1 57. (Original)The method as defined in claim I 
certified. 

158. (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 
promissory note is digitally certified. 



>6 wherein said promissory note is electronically 



>7 wherein said electronically certified 



159. (Original)Thc method as defined in claim 1 
value of said negotiable instrument from the buyfer. 



Jl further comprising the step of collecting the 



1 60. (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 
receiving an order to pay. 



59 wherein said collecting step comprises 



161 . (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 60 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft 



161 



162. (Original)The method as defined in claim 
verifying said bank draft is for the value of said r 



wherein said collecting step comprises 
.egotiable instrument. 



163. (Original)The method as defined in claim 1 
value of said negotiable instrument received fironf 
negotiable instrument. 



1 64. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for paying for value given to a buyer by a seller, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a negotiable instrument issued by a buyer 

a notification that said negotiable instrument 



and 



r instrument the value of said negotiable 
: instrument is paid on said maturity 



an order to pay the holder of said negotial le ; 
instrument on said maturity date such that said negotiable i 
date when said order to pay is presented to the buj^er. 

165. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cla|lm 164 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 
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1 66. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl^im 165 wherein said promissory note is 
certified to be responsive to receipt of the value. 

167. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cl|iiTn J 66 wherein said certified promissory note 
is electronicaJly certified. 

168. (Withdrawn) Hie apparatus as defined in cliim 167 wherein said electronically certified 
promissory note is digitally certified. 

169. (Withdrawn) The apparatus as defined in cj[nim 164 wherein said order to pay is a bank 
draft. 



3;4 
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